Adolescents, parents, and peers: what is one with or without the other?
The present study investigates the relationship between Asian and white adolescents, resident in Britain, and their parents and peers. Ninety Asian and 81 white youths aged between 11 and 16 years, completed questionnaires concerning the quality of relations with parents; conflict between parents and peers; and willingness to approach parents, peers, siblings, teachers, and religious leaders in particular situations. In addition, diaries of time spent with peers were kept for a one week period. The data tend to show that relations among youths and groups of would-be advisers are influenced by both age and cultural background. Also, they would further support the view that relations with parents and peers do not represent mutually exclusive domains, but must be seen as developing from both a consideration of the appropriateness of each group in particular circumstances as well as the availability of other groups of "significant" persons.